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The Tippling
Point

A tour through 10 vineyards in
the South Okanagan gives just
a taste of a region that's finally
coming of age.

By /Par Chris Johns

W hen [ lived in Peaticton; B.C., there wos no serions wine I.ndl.“ir!r (%13
speak of, Admittedly, Dwas in the second grade ard more interested inapple
juice than fermented grape juice. When | returned to the Okanagan in high
schaal, the industry was developing but was mainly known for high-
volume, low-quality jug wines, like Royal Red {a sugary but acrid blend of
fine grapes like Maréchal Foch), that nobody pald much sttentlon s -
except perhaps [or me and noy delinguent (leods, By the early 19%0s, serious
wines were coming fromin and sround Kelowna, primarily from German
grape varietals like Riesling, pinot gris and Gewlirtztraminer, Today, the
actian is winding south to the Maramata Bench, Cfiver, Osoveos and the
sicnilkameen. reglons prosducing super wines from a wide range of grapes
= breem classlc German varierals 1o cabernet ssvlgnon, merkst, plnak moke
and such exotics as syzah ard tempranilo,

Finabhyand muybe eyen mare importantly, the area s undergoing a trans-
formatson from a rural backwater Into s wine-tauring destination with the
mirestructum - resorts, accommodatians and restaurants — to match, Thers
has neves been a better time to vialt the Sooth Obanagan, 25 | discovered on
arecent cirrnlt of some Dive dozen stope. Here are 10 boutique winesies that
impreseed, Though seee of my favourite bottles are alresdy sold out, the
smalrt oenophile will watch for upesming vinkages, -

Le génie du vin sort
de sa bouteille

| e tourisme viticole monte en
grappe dans le sud de I'Okanagan.

Nous vous présentons une dizaine
de domaines gouleyants.

Cuand fhabitais Penticton, an Colombie-Britannigua, la riglen rfavait pas de
witritalle Incusiria du vin, Mals bon, [étas en deucbme annde et [ préféas e jus
de pemme a la dee boutedle, Guand | sids revenu vire dans FOkanagan, au
sacondale, lesecteur witlooke sy dlvelopoalt, mais § beills? surbout par ses médio-
ores vins da tabke produtsen grande guantite, comers e Royal Red (un assamblags
Ui mals Jore e bors cépages, ok le Mardchal Foch), gul wintéressaienl
persanne, sl peul-Elre mies ames deEnguants el ma-meéme, Ao odeil des années
10, & répion de Kalawng a commence & prosdilne des vinsde quaild, esasctiel-
lerment issus e cépages allernands irlElil‘l,g. piral gris, E:'A'L:r.!lr.!ﬂ'li-!ltf...].
Ao Ml Cest phus s Sun guoe ol Se pasde, surla berasie de Maramata dans la
regian d Cliver d'Dsoyoas of dela Simikaresn, coloniak de irits borm vins & partr
e nombreim cépspes: on plus des varieiss allemandes classiques, citons e
cabesrmel sauvignon. k2 merkat, k= pinat nor e méme la syrah e bs tempranilia
Mg enenre, te qui nEkail quiune rone rurale ae dable vaosert est en voie
de 4& rangharmer e degtination prmdés des enoohiles, avec indrasbucture
iclaires { hlels, fieum de vilégiature ef restavrants). Comme je a6 constaté fars
d'um= récente boumee dune vingtaine d'étapes, cest b moment ou jamais da
wisiber |2 sud de [Okanagan. Yaoici 13 petites propridhés gui m'ont imoressionns
U conseil: si leurs meillewres covées sont en rupture de stock, riserez las
prochains rmill Esimes 3







LAMG VINEYARDS, located northeast of Penticton o4 the Maramita
Bench, wis one of the first farm gate wineries in British Columlsis, 188 new
winemaker, Bernhard Schirrmelsten arrived from Germany (whore be
weorked in sorme of that country'’s best cellars) in 2005 His first vintyge was
released ba o good reception. B LANG VINEYARDS, s sur ba berresse de
Maramala (au mond-est de Fenbcion). 8 &€ un des premisrs dormsnes o |o
peorance & vencke du vin & 3 propoesé méme Arrid dAllemagne o il & tré-
vailké paur de prandes maisons [usguen 2005, Bemhard Schirrmeisisr el e
raweaL vinfieseoe, San premier millesime 3 troued un bon écha,

Try Grand Pinct, a smoath and rich red Beed of pingl noir and messje.
BGolter LeGrand Pinct, un 2ssemblage de piral ror ol do meinks, ampla
ot ol s

POPLAR GROAVE just down the way, is beeoming as well-known for its
chesse as for its wine, In 1955, pwners lan and St Sutherlnd prodoced
thels first vintage of marot and cabermst frane udng their garage 353 win-
ey, They bullt 3 new winery in 2004, as the previows one now houses the
sithstantial chesse-making fecility. BPOPLAR GROVE, b quelgues pieds de
wigrie che by, =5 e Pt G davanir ass célahre paur son froerage (e pour 500
win. Les progrias lon et [HRta Sutherlard ot assembls lewr premier m il e o
1935 (merkl et cabemizt franch dans wurgarage: En 2004, is ot amérdgs une
nouveli= cave de virelicalion, Fanclenae terant mainterant fizu de fromagene

Try Haramats Bench Blue cheese. aicompan b by the Popdar Grose 2006
'l,‘,i pinct gris, with its subtle swesiness, rchmoedsh feel and favours of apricots

ard |'|.'.:|1:=_ B Godler L bheo Manmingia Se0ch @0 uin piral gois Paplar
- Gowe 2008 cabbilement melouls aoed 86n Douche: Sux arimas @ aoncol
at o kichy

JOIE, run by Micheel Dinn and Heidi Nobée, only began produ cing wine
in 20044, gt it has had a significant impact on the Maramata Bench., Their
cocking schooliculinary retreat (closed this year bur recpening ir 2008
hag drawn same af the hiEEEﬁt narmes in Caadiag culsine and Boble flist
released a coalkhook, Menus Froem ad Orchard Tabile, They sowrce frobt
froim arcand the region and now theyre finishing work on thedr own plat
{after making wine at Pentige Winery]. B JOIE, progriéte de Michzal Dinn
et de Heidi Mabla, pradudt du vin depuis 2004 seulemer], madsa s un
imipact sur ks rdglan. Son école de cuisinesoerire gasironomicue (gui ro-
yrira ses portes en 0B a accuailli les ples grands nams de L cuisine
canadienna, Jusg'icl, Michasl et Herdi {gui wient ce faire paraitre Aenis
Fram an Orchard Tabde) s'approvisionnaient aupres de witicufewrs de ba regson
=t pasperbrlaient leoes wins & Pentige Winery, mais is disposeront zaus peu
de leur prope ki

Try Joie Boes 2006, 3 shghthy ey bl sexy food wine w i stawbemy, sman
zest end ripecherry Revours B Goiibez Le Rosd Jowm 206, uni pea sec mals
i sk iy, aux ardmes de baie, de Feche de clirmet de certsg mile

FAIRVIEVW CELLARS s a boutbque winery near the wanof Oliver with a
prime sowth-facing location and a tasting room that's little more than a log
cabirn, [In foct, it wied to be the kids® playhowse) Tacked abowve & piar in
DAIE CINTIET i% & glabe {ram Mellie ."-'I.-'_'l.'_"llln.g that could be determined owner
Bill Fggert's motio: "Mever retreat; never explain; never apologize. Get the
thing done and b=t Lhem howl® B FAIRVIEW CELLARS (auss aux environs
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Famahy-cramed Lang ¥ireyards laps ilup
Le damaine Lang mat l'eaw i la boudhe

of Civesr sl e barube peat i copio datiom oripngée plicinsud dant 1 salks ducdépus-
Earticor st ri s pri i ol Lr cabang on rondins (elie servat auegeus denfants
aiirefom). Au-dessis @'un pian, an paut e une citation de Malie MoCung gul
risLmie bisn 'etatd ssprit du berdi propeia, Bl Eggert teMe reoulez pes, miexpligues
FREML MEVOILS EXCUSEE jamds. S sier, of lesceg-kos oo plaindne. »

Try & taste of the rich, concentrated marikal siralght from tha barrel in Ehe
W oited underground cellar Foribs, oot Ravs fobe, lie me, am mtraord inar-
ity '|.|.'k:|' BUY. H Godfer Urelampés de medol, pubscsant gl fongenlrd, direcie-
izl i dik bonnasu dans |a cawe wodiie. Mai 1 wodas Riudra pour oia &ne
COMENE M, Irts, bk chanceus

LE VIEUX PEN, which opened in May, has serious ansbitians, "Crar goal &5 to
miake the best,” s2ys general manager Anthony Burde, Thiey will focus sokely
pi iy three of four varietals, s method that's refreshing in this anything-goes
wiisemialdng fromtier. As | do o tnsting in the conrtyard with vineyard man-
ugurj-l_umlu,i, Galkdy an FOHENg Wingma ker Danis Bontesin, Burde gass, “I'm
sk u;'peujpl-_'- sy ing thisiea p,u_'-n-d wine for BC 1 want them to sy that this
i 2 good wine. Perlod. "B LEVIEUX PIN, auvart an mai, vise luin - g Motre but a5t
de praduie & meifieu vin pessibla s, affirma lo directeur géagral, Snthery Burcs
O 'y cullivens quas trols o qusire cépages, oo gui est rafraichssant dans cethe
regian de pianiers ol bout est oncors perrnis. Lors d'une degustation dars L2 oour
avec e drectewr EesphtationHamld Gaudy ot ks jronevinifcabeur Daciel Banborin,
Burs=miaadoui: o l'en al assar deptancre: 'est un mecellemtwinpour o provinge”
Jevemuin gpu'on dise:® Uesl un excalent wn, pont, @

Ty Vailapinot naoie ross (L he lics! batehod 105 casas sold aul amost immedi-
1,.,.' ately) - =legani aml sich, bt andeiziated. Watch foo reds like Apogée
Mierlot. B8 Gaoiibee Le Yails, un pindl nov s ample et dégamment relemu,

e diont les 105 premibed camies s uhbiill givoldes, Piur opqul el ges rouge:

geE
siveiler b= merkal Apogeés BN




wling Vimeyards s all for harnek and straw bales
Cirodinn, an ami lee tonnesios et ks ballote do pellla

= ELEPHANT ISLAND'S rustic tasting room opens amto o shady court
yard patio canopled by a quprtet of very large trees and surrounded by
archards. Miranda and Del Halladay are the thind Feneration awners al this
Wydlie farm, It was the first winery [n [, tooda a Fudi lee cider Swhere the
apples were left o freeae on the tres rather than being peessed and then
[|||.e|_'|:|I A0 DS, Sy eL Wi et .4.|||| LI |'i|:-.||||| (AR r|.1-.-:'.u|'n| Fll_l .;i.l"ll{"l:. E
ELEPHANT ISLAND a5t dotéd ung salko clo dégustatkam rustgue gul donme sur
U e berasse omdragese par quatre 2rores magsiueux of @nipiincs oo vergers, Le
domaine de Adiranda el Del Halladay, ireisiame génération de propeos, a ééun
des premiars en Colombie-Britapnigee 8 preduire du odre de glace aver des
Peormiress Fugi Coued Bes | iver cuw Farbre aloes ou'elles sont geléas, ot nom peessast
Avant de gedar ko sl Lne Barss on Suirés 3u parfum intense Je gomme

Try Stellozart, arich, sticky port-style wire mode sachisively from Stella cher-
rie= prowvn nn e prnperty B Geddez | e Slefaper . bosaoe debyrs pardn, riche

el onciueuy, fan uriguement de cermes Stellsde o progitde

BELACK HILLS ESTATE WINERY, just autiide of Oiver, iz indicative of the
changes happening in the valley: the original winecy, a Quoncet but, has
besen replaced by a state ob-the-art Het.rooled modern maryel @ BLACE
HILLS ESTATE "WIMERY, auw abords d= |2 wlle f Oiver, ==t represeriatil dax
chorggerrents de la vallss: ahutbe quanset qui serait decave de vinificatiana gke
rerplacie paruns petite merveile de modermimme au bait plat.

Try The 23049 Motz Hane, a complex and sophshcated Bordesuy bler, with
ripe Hlavoirs reminiscant of tal cheeries and the arama of Sherlack Hodmes'
ibrary. W Godtez Lo Mala Bers 2004 un assemblegs complese @t sophis

i ied ok borckeEaua, Jad booguel de el s S ses) sl ad parlume, de
alindl a Eabdet

-

HERDER is the namesake of Lawrence Herder, who trained as 2 wanesrsaker at
e of the finest outfds inhis natve Califomia, Todas, he and hiswife Sharon
are I-‘!"-"'-'1ll|'3|"lE. wines froem senall ;_:l_|.l|l|||:.' chiosen l.'|r||':.':'||'-:l ke arcaund the
Chanapnn, Heeder is the anly winery Thave ever ylsited that sctumlly reduces
ks crkprit Sorr SeAaciE bo Ee even mone attentlon te esch wine. B HERDER
porie le ram de son prapeie, gl 8 Bl ses classes dans des malsars nbp utdes de
s& Calibornis ratale, Paur produire lers wins. Lawrenos Herder et sa famme
Sheron selectianrznt avec soin de pelils wipnobées de FlkEhapsn, Herdes as]
d'aibeurs e el Etablissement vitcole que j's visfé ol Fan réduit parfais la
aroduction powr conrer & chague cuvée Fatieniion gu'elle mesie

Try Thia 2004 Balamay Vireyands melot, 2 ripe and inbense slunres with
sy tapnins, cherry and mint flawaurs and a subtie herbal character
B Golter Lo mariat Betlamay Yinugards 2004 un remarquable vin
arpenhd us [aning sopeiie &F @) b arise ol de menthe, maec un
Kar carachiyn Far hpdd

QROFING gets bots aof attertion for being Caneda’s first and enby strow bals
comEtractom winery, i i woubd bea ehame i this architectirnl novelty, as
Psairifial and functlonal &5 g overshadoeed the wines Afeer a boar aof the
temperate crepuscilar winery, ssner [t Weber and | relax st 8 small plenlc
arem surmoincled b walnot aid almensd tress, a perfect backdrop for a tasting
B OROFING &t |x spul &lablisssment su Canada avec une vinerie construke
en ballots de paille: Cetbe atkraction aachiteciurale aussi bella gue fenction-
nelle (température idéale. dclairage tarmisdl ne doil pas pour sulant falre
de: Pombre ow vignoble. John Weber, le propria, m'en fait faine |e oo svant de
maccompagner 8 l'aire de pigue-nique bardée de noyers et d'amandiers
cadre idéal pour une dégustation.

Try The ebvlishchandornay - agadinS-perrent Canadan cak - and a velvely
|.||'||'u||l|||.l|-'|.l'.||:||' B Gooies Lo chandorray aed, il pour rmaiké en ilis

dechdng Canadan, cuun pinsl 0o kagle, non lisn

A

FORBIDDEM FRUIT WINERY, cverfooking & scenlc stretch of the Similka
mieen Biver, bs the only winery In the SimiTkamesn to concentmte solehy on
frustwines. The crganie orchard gronws mose than 0 vacketses of Foait, inchxl-
ing & dozen types of pears ood 35 kinds of apples, which are tumed inte
charrirgand refined froit sires. B FORRIDOEN FRUIT WIMERY fout duns
wue Superbe ol rvigre Simikameen Cest e seul domaing de lavallée da 13
Sirnilkamesn A ne prodiare qoe des vwns de Inots, Dans s varmess Iodogioues
paussprt plis do &0 varidbis d srbres Fruites Gdeat ure douwraine de poiriars at
25 de= permmiers), gui darment ded was charrmaurs ok raffinds,

Try Impeariection from Asion pears, Crushed Imooence fram peaches and
the suparswesst Fornme Desiee apple ize wine. B Gediez L'lmpeariscbion, on
win de pamme-peine e Crushed inmocerce, un vin de péche, =1 le Pomme
[hesires, un didre de glsee merveileisemism build, &

=

Me

Write ko s detters@enmutemag net
Vs corrmienaines | sowrieraenrautemagnel

for travel and destinatian miormation, see Rinerary {page 149
Pour ca lus amples ditails surcetle destination o sa deiserte, consuliez
Fifindrare {a, 1450

(]




15

ILireerary
Linetraime

South Okanagan
Sud de |'Okanagan

PAGE 44

Maramals HBariags rmand Spa

Where to Stay
Ou loger

Tnremats Horimge Tinceni Spooetmes e boldings
1915 Flan b vpeingen the commbort bl with perislibean
Ao . A Thowspy Vimeyard s and Gees| oz, [k in
thie virerymnd views from the Merlot rocm B L Narmmala
Herifigs b dord Sipl 6 corsenst son cackel de TG
ey Aute dies bouches de tonlon roderie ol
s Sypnla Ao Theerapy Vineyands ard Guesihoense, o0
Framd e ginoie depads La s b ool

Mmmets Westhoge Ion and Spe J6.05 i 5, S00-005-700
MRS EInnoam

Therzpy Vineyarnds omd Gresdhowse 840 Debeci Al
Nivemaln, 250-F25-5217 Shenasyviseyonds com

Spirit Ridge Vinevand Resoat & Spa. nect to the Sonom
D Grodf Coarse weet MEFIp Desert culuml centre,
il heroamee tree Sty CWeanogand mimss- it resort

B | = Sofrit Ridpe Vineyard Resort & Spa, pres ¢ Sonen
Owrwre 3ol Cowree ot du cenine culbure! heTio Decort
sera nmniil ke point de mim dissed da IO kanagan

200 Rord by Craak R, Oidnmasd, 87 T3 NE. tovilndgesss

Where to Eat
Ol se restaurer

!'il..'|'||:||: mary ol e vad s of I|||'|:5'L|||'|..|.Ei|:.||'| ok Spil

it 1 Cobsbabest ome Wine Bar B Dépater plisers des |

P T ]
17097

Spnid Rdge Vindyard Resarl & Spa

wirs du [ Cianagan au Cobbdesiona ¥ine Bar.
Al i Woeaieals Harfbog i onel S, codrins b o Cldigeis

Fisir o casiesd gl linch und soussersies o foodies,
the Bemeds Acrtisan Fiadul Markel in Penticion isa el
Iwerrurite. BB Powr un eroh sns fagon et des sowmanies
por gourvels @ Banch Arlisan Food Maded, ©

Perid By

el B, el s (A ichan s

S8 Vancower fre., 501825200

What to Do
Quoi faire

Hrimg along 2 designated doveer and tour some of the
Dkanagan’s hottest vinevards. some of which alsn
hawe restaurants. Far many more wineres and o
downlood @ map, visit the Ascocation of British
Crolrmbda Winegroses wehslbe Gsinegrowsrs be ma)
I [n cormpoagrie d'un chaudfeur désigni Fatles 1a
towrrete des meilleirs vignobles de MOkanagan,

dort ceriaing anl aussi un restaurant Télécharges 'Ri-
ridrane que propess | hesocaton of Britsh Columbda
Winogowers § winegrowerz beca. Vald quoigues
LATES EUSERLTianG

Baek Hills Estale Winery 30880 Tt 5L, Ol

280 493 Jsse, bla:khlhpamiry.com

Eighard levid Orchars Wines 3750 Aikem logys, Marmidiels,
JE0 4955527 pipphovhs'asdwine con

Cekymirgm il
Salrmam frm

Hal N L3 b g rarriid o Hadict
Tirrarss: e Maramals

- I.
P R
"
Clkmnipsn Pl e
B Fwrd
Ll

i~ wncouvar b i

Liieeg Srajas F Emis-ima

Fodrrizw Cedlars T304 234t A, Olhveyy 504802207
oL ve LR - begpant

Frows Eniufakesss Frul Wy G20 Susroc R, Covwedan,
2502952649, hnbiideafruliwiies oo

Herd'er Wimiry & Visoydnds 706 Lawes Ot, Comslun.
2504095505, herdaLcg

Jovi Wilnai 225 Moarasta B, Moo,
Erit-4]-Feed, et o

lanig Wmeparan S0 Gammon K, Wonemala,
FA0-150- 5087, longrame s com

| enfine Callars 2157 Bproale £, Comadon,

SA0-Pe-0088, armimavirenrdsoem

Papdar Grove Winery 1060 Paplar Groee il Pendicron,
25-257-WINE, pophnpeove oo

L Wi Fim 24000 T30 51 and S con hack Sage B, Diees
25088 TI5E, BN NRnT o

Travel Planner
Planificateur de voyage

Wit bo Packin iy Surgglacsirs, umbnedls aedd
Qorermpicls  bber Tooks
wimilbel  Lursdlies i deobed], foriag bin

B o da capuiTiL

Good (o Krem  Bilifa svmaris sty
Eondisncr s haryesidad
e kit

Lirs gtk b i bbb
LT R R Y
ruk v mirples

The Exmrt

Perticion s Wine Coumsy
Lbmn el

".'T!-'":l"ll:l'!'ﬁ'l
BMI-663-5051,
fremeneniren rmm
Toearigen BC ALO-HELLOIRT
fezboom

A Canpda atfers da iy
rrerwwe o Kelwm
oo, Calgary,
Edmonion aad Tomatn, ke
Earmioopebom Yaroower
and Uplgary, and to Parbchon
from Wanoouver.

il Carociy off e un s=nace
cuotiden vers Kelpwnn
eV nooueet Celgmy,
Edonbon et T, vers
Kamioooes cepis Yanooreer
el Calgany of vars Penbicion
e puls Wanoouver,

- Getting There
Commeant £y renoe
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