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Developer teams up
with Indian band

BARB LIVINGSTONE
CALGARY HERALD
OLIVER, B.C.

Some facts about Bellstar
Developments Inc. and the
Osoyoos Indian Band, which
have joined forces to create
the Canyon Desert Resort in
Oliver, B.C.:

Ml Bellstar Developments
Inc. is a Calgary-based com-
pany that develops and op-
erates hotels and boutique
resorts in Western Canada.

Projects include such
B.C. developments as Spirit
Ridge in Osoyoos, Canyon
Desert Golf Resort in Oliver,
Bellasera in Kelowna, Pem-
berton Valley Lodge in Pem-
berton, Adara in Whistler,
and Mountain Spirit Resort
and Spa in Kimberly.

The company also has
projects in Canmore, such
as Blackstone Mountain
Lodge, Solara Resort and
Spa, Lodges at Canmore and
Mystic Springs Chalets.

The founder, president
and CEO of Bellstar is Ed
Romanowski, whose tour-
ism and hospitality career
spans more than 30 years.

He founded Bellstar in
2003 and has guided and
overseen Bellstar’s growth

from only one resort prop-
erty under management in
2004 to 12 in 2010.

M The Osoyoos Indian
Band “is very focused on
the future — and we realize
that we create this future
by our actions,” says Chief
Clarence Louie. “The single
most important key to First
Nation self-reliance is eco-
nomic development.”

Seen as one of the most
progressive, entrepreneur-
ial-oriented native organiza-
tions in Canada — Louie
has been consulted by
leaders in other countries —
the Osoyoos Indian
Band Development Corp.
owns nine businesses that
employ band members, as
well as members of other
First Nations and non-
natives from the South Oka-
nagan.

The businesses include
its partnership with Bellstar
in the Spirit Ridge Vine-
yard Resort and Spa (which
also includes a conference
centre and a desert cultural
centre) and the Canyon Des-
ert Resort.

It also owns the award-
winning Nk'mip winery and
its vineyards.

Visit www.oibdc.com




