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Kokanee Springs not just for golfers

Mountain views and year-round lakeside fun lure Albertans to world-class resort

LAURA SEVERS
Special to The Journal
EDMONTON

Adesire for mountains, water and

If could find you t aswingat

%kanee Sprtn?gs iora;dsgcgvm-ho%ne
holein one.

Anew dgolf-fnen dewelopment
onthe edge of one of British Colum-
bia's most celebrated courses is un-
derway at Crawford Bay, where the
Kokanee Springs Resore Clubisbe
transformed into a master-planned,
world-class golf destination.

“Guests can look forward toa new
generation of vacation and residen-
tial resort,” says Ed Romanowski,
president and CEO of Calgary-based
Bellstar Hotels & Resors, the project
developer.

“From luxurious cottages steps

away from the course, to cliff-top |

villas with panoramic views across
the valley, Bellstar s thrilled to be in-
volved, honouring Kokanee Springs
Resors’ heritage and legacy, realiz-
ing the dream of the original own-

ers.
Opened in 1968, the Kokanee
Springs Golf Course was the vision
of Calgary oil broker Ken Je! 3
who dreamed of a championship
course with a luxurious full-service
resort, et againstthe inspiring back
drop of the Kootenay mountains.
Now, some 42years later, the origi-
nal plansare getting a new look with
agoal of placing not only the resore,
but the entre region on the tourism

map.

“'lehe vision is to create the No. 1
destination resore in the Kooten:{s,‘
says Cure Jansen, directorof real es-
tate forBellstar Hotels.

Once completed, the project will

include a state-of-the-art clubhouse
facility with pool, fitness centre,
world-class restaurant and confer-
ence space.
“The tourism traffic is already
there; the people are already com-
ing,” adds Jansen, noting that the
development makessense even with
aslow recovery from the recentre-
cession.

“There'sademand for this type of
accommodation at Kokanee Springs
and ithas been established over the
last40 years.”

Thattraffic includes astrong inter-
estfrom Edmontonians —who face
anine-hour drive to get there —as
wellas Calgarians, whoarestx hours
away.

“We even get a number of people
that will drive from Fore McMurray
or Grande Prairie; they’ll drive 15
hours to rlay our golf course and
they just love it,” says Greg Garbu-
la, vice-president of the Kokanee

Mountains form the backdrop for the Kokanee Springs Golf Course.
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This artist’s rendering shows the exterior of the 12-unit villa-style
condominiums at the Kokanee Springs Resort Club.

Springs Golf Resort.

“There's something very unique
about the Kokanee experience. Ev-
ery golf hole has a character to it,
with oversized, undulating greens
thatare challenging”

The course has received four stars
out of five from Golf Digest, and
Travel + LeisureMagazine described
itin 2006 as the most underrated
golf course in North America.

“The first tee drops 100 feet down
to the fairway; it's a great opening
hole. Your ball carries like it’s sus-
pended in the air,” says Garbula,
adding that Kokanee Springs was
the crowning jewel of pre-eminent
golf course ctNorman Woods'
career. The holes are framed by
mountains in the backdrop, and the
Kokanee glacier is frontand centre
in many vistas.

The area’s and the course’s natu-
ral beauty isalsoa draw for wildlife,

and itis not uncommon to find deer
walking across the fairways.

“There are old apple trees. and the
deerwill wait under the apple trees
for a golfer to hitaball through—
there’sa few treesright on the side of
the fairway, whenyou hityour drive
throught, it knocks down abouta
half-dozen apples,” says Garbula.
“It’s like an automatic deer feeder.”

But there’s more than just golf
to take advant ul°f at Kokanee
Springs, says G a.

ll)t‘saﬁ ab%ysmme overallexperience:
the views, nature, the smell of ce-
dar in the air, and a lake that never
freezes, providing an opportunity to
fish year round.

Just across the lake, film fans and
the younger setwill likely getakick
outof Ainsworth Hot Springs, adds
Garbula. There theywill find North
Woven Broom Co., a factory that
made brooms for Bewitched and

brooms thatwere used in the mar-
keting of twoHarry Potter books.
“You get a rejuvenation factor at
Kokanee Springs that you don’t
getanywhere. It's kind of a Jasper
Park Lodge of the Kootenays,” says
Garbula.“You feel like you'e along
waysaway fromeverything. There's
awilderness feel to the place that
almost takes you backin time.”
The development’s first phase will
include 17 cortages and two 12-unit

villa buildings.
Thevtllalsr,lgmestomymndomm-

ium-style buildings, will have anAp-
palachian influence to complement
the area’s mountain peaks, and wi
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and an additional space that could
serve as efther a third bedroom or
anentertainment room.

“Oneof the greatthingsweVedone
with cottagegsiza the outdoor deck
area, which is screened in and will
have an indoor/outdoor fireplace,”
says Jansen. “It creates a beautiful
ambience on the outside deck.”

Cottage prices start at $329,000
for unfumished versions, with fur-
nished versions available. The first
cottagesare expected to be ready for
spring 2011,

The furnished versions of both
the cotragesandvillas are available
through fractional ownership, with

be bulk oncothe hillside overooking
the golf course and the mountains.

Site preparation has begun and
units are expected to be ready for
occupation in 2011. Units will
range insize from 594 square feet
foraone-bedroom to 896 sq. ft. for
atwo-bedroom.

Prices for the villas start at
$199,000 for the one-bedroom
units and $299,000 for a two-bed-
room version. They come fully fur-
nished and offer a combination of
engineered hardwood and carpeting
in an open-concept space that also
includesfireplaces, flat-screen televi-
sions and GE appliances.

Meanwhile, cottage choices range
fromatwo-bedroom, swo-bath bun-
galowstyleat 968 q. ft. toa spacious
1,573-5q-ft. loft model, which in-
dudes one bedroomand open living
space on the main floor, while the
loftlevel fearures a second bedroom

pr $65,000 for 25-per-
cent ownership.

‘That, says Jansen,will give youone
week per month during the resort’s
high season from April 15 to Oct.
15. You would also 1get one week
amonth during the low season—
Oct. 15t0April 15—withthe option
to pool your weeks, depending on
availability.

Right now, early buyers are be-
ing offered an additional incentive
to choose Kokanee Springs. The
first 12 villas and seven cottages
sold qualify fora lifetime Kokanee
Springs golf club membership, val-
ued at $10,000. That would mean
discounted green fees either by the
game or yearly.

For more information on Kokanee
Springs Resore, visitkokaneesprings.
com.

To purchase real estate, visit

ownkokaneesprings.com.



