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Fall

wine country

SUNAALC BIDCE'S BLACK SAGE VINEYARD

by Deana Lancaster

ar gnoul o foue, wetyve Pean see-savwing along the

F Ukanagan Canreciod, the scenery growing Ineréasingty

arid, the decidunis greenery of U coast having given

way oy s b dusty scrub, pines and cafttls |EI":II'I§,I. A last,

we arerge aiba Hegway 7 af Droaght Hill, sfboes the slredely
al sparkiing mlue that s Dkanagan Lake.

Aecermpanied by 4 friend and fellaw wine lover, 'moan a
messann 0 bour BT, wing couddry, to 9ol a Laste af whal's
noppening Fere We hawe just Do d8ws — nawhere near e
L (L waould take b do jestics o the Dkanagan's 100 ar o
wineries W could tum neeth, 1o Kelowna, and many of the
regicits besl-k o wlivliers, bt an e Lrip it he aneyerds
A wineres studding the bat shopes of the sauthem wal b=y
thiat we ward 1o explare, 50 we i right stead.

On the autskirs of Summerland is Sumac Ridge Estate
Winery. Estanliched fn 1980 by Harry MeWatlers, it's the
aldest estale winery W the Dkanagan and offers o oropery
polshed ewperknce Lo wsitors. Here, we're gresksd oy
TN CEr ol Isgitality relations Eager (38 |E'51.'-'-|:'I wiho Lreats
us ta & wtored tasting in e Founder's Tastvg Eoom ($10,
resepwations recommendedt. " You shauld always have same of
this, " he says, &3 be polrs e easy-sipping Steller’s Joy Brut,
sumac = e largest produces of bubbes in the valley and
[eeeuses ot of it otlentian an soark ing wines, o wel | ag an
Iraditional Bargeaux Dlends ard the varetsg that compris
e In Fact, the wingry's 2003 While Merilage was named

,f“

8 (evourile Canadian wine by ressemed wing wriles Jancis
Robirsen, @nd olbers, like the 2004 Cabermel Frane froem
Biack Sage Vineward, are cult Tavourites. The oaly doeraioe
is that Swmae Kidge |5 runmlireg out af wires as last as it ean
hake e, LS woadr Bsl afigiee of s ing i Bkl hes wou
warl for Sl least o fasks of therml Qs righl hase 31 1 winasy.
Straight froem aur tosting we kit the patio 2t the Cellar
Ooor Bistng for dinmes, Executive chel Meil Scheoster creates
arobafing merd of leeally sourced diskes 10 pads with Sumac's
wires, and e chesce sefer L — ineliiding several froem lacal
producers — [8 .8 sare Qe Thiz fall the bigtro wlll ako apar
15 Hervest Fatio overloakirg e erush pod, 5o ficers can
walch all the actaom 35 Lhe grapes are baught In and crushecd.

&1 the end of Okanagan Faliz'steep and narraw Green Lake
Road is See Ya Later Ranch, foererly knowdt 25 Hawtharre
fourdain Vireyards. The winery was recently reamed o
naller reflecl e quisky hstory, In 15918, decorated yeberan
Major Hugh Fraser brought bis Evglizsh war bode o de
remate property el fallen in lowse with . .. but she was nol
as spitben. & shorl time after she arrived, she bolted. leaving
M & nte Ina beyltg gan that read: “5es va lates" Wikery
stalf sy that afhough the magar Bvad in Ehe stane fanmbauze
alome aind never rémarred, e ralsad champianship aolligs
o cormparsoneslen. " He hoved hose 0ogs =0 much,™ explaing
guest saryioss manager Sharkeen Louzan, "ihal whenews ore
died 1 gal 1% minister 1o from town and haee an el aborale
funeral aid glus each dog a heassbaie® The sy graveyard
rerunins, punctuated with 12 worm grondle Backs identifving
e carernes fhal B berealh, smcng Bem Ping, Maioes and
Jimrey My Pal. Dog-lovers ourselves, 1his canine-friznoy
winery Lwhich even affers a "Barking Lat™ for parking vour
aocehes wilde Lasting or eatineg lunch on the deckt is an earry
{awourite for va, And 1he wine i tasly oo, Check oul the
daliciousky resh 2006 Risdirg, U efeqonl 2005 Chard sanay
and the ofi-dry 2006 Gewarziramirer

Although the scenery 3 Jacksoen-Triggs Okanagan
Estate &5 noi as arebly as at our Frst bwo stops GGlce il's a
large warehodsel e e Tasting Galledsy 15 warth checking
auf, espacially il woui're saricus abawl trying gead wines, The
Dkanagan's largest winemaker, Jaceon- [ riggs has been piling
up the owards, ecluding the titke of Winery af the Year al
e 2006 Canadion Wine dwards Sedtle a2t the ohic Lasting
bar Lo sample e wdnery's oflerings, and don’t miss e few

qited editice SuiRock wiivs — thay =an B hard to Fod
oruteide ol the winery,

Soutn of Oliver we pull in 21 Inniskillin Ghanagan Winery
and take a walk uvp o the seenic Dak Horse Vineyard for
a8 lask around. Aftersslard, B Lhe Beszed copl af the wirery,
we Aaimipde Lhe Dispoery Series wines by Hisgarian-barm
winamaker Sandor Mayor He's e expermmenting with
grope varletles new o the southiern Dkamacan, and |wdging
fram aur Lasting Is Andiog suecess with varleties ke Chenir
Blane, Yiegnier, Zinfandel and Malbac,

Wi o der i I Canada’s aily "pockel desarl™ Llig
n'the rainshadow of the Caseads Maurtaing, Lhis stark, s8very
serubdand is aciually a iy fingar of the Sanoran Desart which
stretehes from Medeo and crossss the border al Oscyoes.
Getting less than four tnches of ralnfall @ vear and the highest
{emperaiures In Canado, this desert chimale B perlect for
grovwling rlpe, jusey grapes. Mol anly dees Burrowing Owl
Estate Winery make 1he most of these grawing eonditions
for wines with concemirated Mavours, bul the stunning sie

is 2o hame io the Soncra Room restaurant, the new vl l

uncork the fun

Fall is & jovous seasen in the Dkanagan. Mal oy
iz il time {0 pick the fruits of {15 lahour, Bk 15 piso
when the indusiry eelebrakes 34 the annual Okanagan
Fall Wi Festheal, In fact, this 10-day 1= (s the dnly
angé in Norln America bo teke place during fhe graope
harvest, and the Southern Valley fa't exclided, Here
are just o Tew southes highlkghts frem the more than
145 eveids taking place durng the upeomeng fest
More deiails and tizker (nfarmation can be found 2l
wan Lhewinelestivals com.

Wine Dinners at Sumac Ridge Fram seafood

with ehardannay Lo Big Bold Reds, Sumas Ridge Estate

Winery plays Fact 1o 8 range of dinkers throdghaut the
festhal.

Sepd 28— (et 5 &30 g,

Suvtar Rjope Estate Winery Surmerang

The Vertical Difference Se ooe of 2 lucky few
B find out wivy Jackzea-Tigs Vitners 3 ane of the
miost gearded winemakers in U valley, These syl
will showease o vertlcal tasting of past and gressnl
wintages of casefully selected wines fram the Grand
Meserve Borary collection, Learn shout the special
meera-climate ndigenous to e South Ok anagan.
St 28 & 29 F pom
Sacksen- Trpes Viddners, Ofver

Dog Days of Summer See va Later Ranch
hosts its fifth anrwal party and fundraissr for the B.C,
SPCA. The canie-lrendly winery livites pecple and
their panehes 1o an aftenocn o1 Easting newdy releazed
winkages and snacking on dogs .. hal dogs, of courssl
Sepd. 29 Mpon — 6 o

See ¥a Lafer Rlamch, Okarain Fails

Barreled Treasure Feastival cet a first taste

af Mic'Mip Callars’ new Quwam Dwmil (021 Heserve

wanes gt from the barrel, padeed with a fvecorse
"feastival® of culinary delights:

Seal S8 6 e — 10 pan,

Skt Ceflars, Jsoymos

Blasted Church's Midnight Service Te press
e there were oilll teckedc ayajlable for thés fako-
nighd, GEospel-singng party Pesd every war &l Blasted
Church Yineyards alfer the lestsad's Grand Tastiog In
Pentieton, Sway to the heavenly musle, nesh on food
fram Meriphis Blues Barbecue Hause and sl (rom fhe
wanery's |plag] relanses.

Ot 5 & 6, 9 pt— 1 a0
Silrsted Clurel hepand, Oamagin Sals

FRMM TPROLIT

FEE WIMERY,

LS AT CHOTE
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wine country

10-roam guesthouze and a wirery bullcing that affers a salf
guided taur b the topal the bell tossr with spectacular veas
acresa Black Sage Road to the wingries of The Gowden Mile,

AL Gl v have more must-do wineries an aur §ul, we find
air bliss 31 MicC'Mip Cellars. Moeth Ameca's fral sboriginad-
e velnesy B endrwed willh uniceatable views down leatly rows
al grapedines siralghd 1o Deowoos Lake and the New Medean-
shyfed architzfure fits sl in with it desert surroundings. The
dpger tier of wines ealled the Qwam Quaril Seres Cor Q2 by
skaff at the wineryh are an (idsrse bunch, full of delicious, ripe
famoiirs, ' ab MNEMip (oG il we enjoy oo FawouelE meal
af the rig. The wirery kitchen serves unch, ditrer andd snacks
an ils palio (Eghlly mesked to g corfrol the temperalune),
all inthuenced by aditional aborkgnal recspess. amd race witl
fresih |ocal ingredienta. After a starfer of grilled baniock served
il caramelized oroens, we eal our Al af the Me'Silp Plakers
for T, beauntifuilly arvamged with orab claws, Wild Mushroc
Strudel, gk fowl sawsage skewers of arllled bisan, scallops
wrapped (i wild bodr bacon, praan kebahs and sinoked salimo,
all served with wid rice and a heap of fresh veggies. To baal
e heal s 26 cocd glasses ol B Wiremakers o ks Rl ibg
and Sodk in e ikcredibie wiews A wie colnbey veskend
doesp’t ged hetter than this, and sabed by lussous ood Camd 5
|t of wirel we decioe fo Brdsh our tHp on s gh node,

Custom window coverings

that fit your style and budget!

BIESLING OM THE TERRACE AT NK'PSP CELLARS

When you go: s members of the same Vincor family,
Sumac Fidgs HSee Ya Later Kareh, Inniskilin ang Mg
iave leamed up lor the Greal Estabes Dour Punthase a Wine
Counbey Jossial ab any of e wine shags and Bad maps,
infarmalicn, guidance and cowspons, 25 well ns poges for
reCardarE your awin howghts aind tasting nales. at each slag,
aEl astamp and when it's compleled, entes ba win arnather =g
oack 10 wite coundry

Where to skay: We hased cir Southaris Walley sojouris
Iram e louely Spirll Hidge Resorl & Spa. Afttached fo
Mk ME Callacs this lour-star praperly 15 a destinadaon in issfl
Alllvough we could hawe u=ed the sbacked Kitchan on our suite
we reakfasted nslead on lasty plales ot e Passatemgo
restaiiraitd. The Zanced Deserl Spa fsobures digemsaus-

ispired trealmends, and e Nk'Mig Desarl Culldrzl Cedra
L e source Bar ivlo obool the desert and its mhabitmmis
ntergretive hes gac abarigival grogramd. O saurse, 1€ all
hat wine tasisng and fousing & 00 much for you, the paces|de
loursess make bar a comfy retreal ]
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“ Budget Blinds®
is the right fit
for you.

* Personal Seyle Consultants
* Thosusands of samples
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