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Osoyoos: BC's desert destination
Geocaching: Find a new addiction

Montana: Scenic Loop sights & Clark Fork faves
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Judy Pulkerson -Special toaway Risder
photos courtesy of Destination Cioyoas

Just five minures across the
Canadian border che warers-of
Copsda'swarmes lake lure visrors,
Astounding golf courses challenge
even the nmsEEt:tasnntd swingers = rd

* bountaful orchards offer incredible
harvests. Within this fush green
oasis you'll find Osoyeos - 4 small
rawn that offers a "ro do' list as long
& che ferrile valley it calls home:

Hiking, biking, shappang, dining,
toniring wineries, godfing, relaxing by
the lake or skiing ar Mount Baldy once
the snecrar flies - all chis and more1s
yours for the asking in cthis Boursshing
foir-seasom desert destinarion.

Desarr? In Canada? That’s raght
Craoypooos i8 located at the southem
tip of the Okanagan Valley, in what i3
the only desert in Canada. Although
this region receives the lowest ramfall
in the counery, thanks ro incredible
fears of irrigation, wday the region is

tha Cimynng ares,

knuwii for the premium wine grapes
that support it 17 cstare winenes.
Autumn is a particulacly grear time

of year to vise Osojoos, as harvest

i im Full swing, placing emphasis

on the region's delectable food and
pward-winning wines. The warm
sunshine makes for pleasant trips o
the ourdoor produce stands stocked

E}'tru anjoy lie winies, "go for the gold” alnn-g the Golden -IIE wh.m o wisit
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with fresh plums, prunes, pears,
iples, e and cucumbers
& ..&;:cmﬂiﬁmn; range from
cowy townthouses - complete with
BIMQs on ehe patio and a place for
your favoriie pet, to the “activities
and services gall ages” Holiday
Inn Hotel and Suites Village on
rhe Lake at Osovoos Lake Booms
heere range from a Regular Room
with one or two guasn beds, o
Condo Surtes that are see up like a
home away from home irclude
svetything from a can opener to
a Kids” Suite. Guests also enpy
the hotel's privare heach, marina
wath heats for rencand a family
restaurant and fine-dining lounge.
Holiday Inn spokedman Vince
Virks thar many guests schedule

goif trips chis oime of year:
#Go a few miles in any direction
and you'll iind a golf course.”

he promises, These include the
pictureaque Osoyoos Golf and Conntry
Cliah, which General Manager Randy
LaHache sy been expanded from 27
to 36 holes, Golfers enjoy breathraking
views of the lake, and surrounding
vineyards, orchards and desert.

Thers's dlso the Sonora Dunes Golf
Courde, a 3-hole dezerelink style course

Fearuring fairways lined wich sage,

greasewood and cactus. The counse

i% just one part of the magnificent,

S1080 emallicen M{’Mip [Flca-meep)

Resort operated by rhe Oaoyoos Indian

Band The busemetg al s inelodes

the Spiric Ridge Vinevard Resort

and Spa, Nk'Mip Cellans and the

Mk "Mip Compground and BY Park.
Mot b be maiased is the new

Mk 'Mip Desere Culrural Centre.

The building, tucked inre a hillside,

fearures g combinacion of indoor and

ourdoor galleries with interactive

starions and hands-on displavs.

Surrounding the cultural center are self
guided interpretive trails ehat wind through
50 acres of the Greatr Basan Deserr

Awvay From che Incerpretive Centre visitors
will find several ocher opportunities (o
explore the Osayons area via crail systems.

To discover the saftet side of Osovoos
{ray a visit to the brand new Sonora Deserr
Spa at the Spirit Ridge Vineyard Resorr,
wiath nine treacment rooms and a full
army of secvices including maszage, fasials
and manictires, the apa is yer anocher
arrraction of the Nk Mip Resorc.

For shoppers; downtawn Croyoos is
o oo o colorful array of cafes, stores
and reseanranes, Dolet serves fresh
croissants and fresh coffee brewed from
locally ropsted beans: And Ambrosia, 2
cozy diner located along mocel row, offers
borh western and East Indian cuisine,

Anorcher downbown attraction is che
unigue Osoyoos Home Hardware store.
Dsopoos Home Hardware includesa

Fresh fruit and sunshine — Csoyoos has a
plentiful supply of both

fully funcrional kitchen where people
whwant o improve their culimary skills
can plonk down $10 to regiscer for a
cooking cla fpht thete in the stone, with
chefs using local produee and wines.

Orther fun places to check our include
Unity, a locally owned board shop, and
Swedman’s, a downtown departmerit
atoee emphasiring clothing and
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Ing.].'mn bikes and take a

jome décor. And you'll ind casual Touriars dooking for a one-stop

rrire featuring 2010 Winter Olympic wine shopping sxperience will want

ngos — being held in Whister, B.C, oo schedule their aurumn getaway

i the Visiror Centre in Osuyoos, to coincide with the 11ch Annual
Speaking of Olymples, “going for che Bestival of the Geape, Sunday,

mkd™ is amocher fanrastic way to gera Sepc. 30, at the Oliver Communicy

aste of the locally grown goods. Treldking Park. The festrval ineludes che

[iong the “Golden Mile" - named for rhe pepailar grape stamp evenr ie which

bchness of the Lind between Osopnas rompeting teams stamp and squish

ind rhe nearby town of Oliver, about 15 up a stirm of pulpy purple goo.

hifuees to the north - o some of the “This 15 ot 2 l-:]i:l.ﬂ sporc!” warns

|rea’s wineries is sure to mntalize your Michelle Jeffersen, communications/

bistebuds. Amang the most renewned media relations coordinaror

Ire the Burrowirg Owl Estace Winery in fior Dhesrinarion Osovoos, the

Dlifver and Nk r-.-1f.|:.- Cellars in Deoyoos, town's economic development GEttI there
Locared near the north end of Dsmwans organizaton The Festival of Ta reach Uﬁ.ﬂ}fﬂﬂi, take H]gh'ﬁ'ﬂ}l' 25 north toward Canada,

Lake, Burrowing Owl necupies a dramatic : the Geape is fist one parcaf When you reach the jmtersection ol Highway 3, turn lalt,

tanrtage poenc in the maddle of che vineyard,  the 27th Annual Okanagan ; - : : :

pach _-ﬁ%nr dining resaurant and a Wine Festival, featuring dozens Os0y00s 15 ?UG?IT.Ed al the _]l.lrl-r:tlcms of Highways 3 and 9/,

Fuesthouse feaituring 10 privace guest rooms of wine tastings, dinners aned Itis ﬂppl’ﬂxllﬂﬂtﬂ}f 191 miles from Spﬂl'iﬂﬂf.‘ to ﬂmﬁ"ﬂﬂﬁ.
Mk Mip Cellars has rhe discincnion of pours around the Okanagan

|'_|.;i;|-|:,_- Morch America’s firdc Aboeciginal- Valley. It kicks oft Sepr. 28-and

trwned and operated winery, Tours are runs through Cier. T For 2 Wine ' :

pifered at 11 am., L pm. and 3 pm Fesrival schedule visit owfs.com Find an extended version ol this story plus;
TwActed Trie Vinsrards and Winety is This beauttful desert oasis is watiting, just farmiy Trlendly events = expanded desilmatbon infarmation

b family-pwned business thar produces a few iminures across the Canadian border, il ol ak cov D TR ST e

fmall quantities of hand-crafred, premium Go on; Take aerip. Take a dip, Take asip \ o4

Wines. [t's one af the newet winenes 1o
Dioavaces, gnd visiboe can T sTop i
b0 plwe recently opened eisring room.



OKANAGAN VALLEY

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Osoyoos, BC where the warmth of our climate
is matched by the warmth of our people.

Ever wonder what happens when you cross
the line? Traveling north on Hwy 97 through the
US/Canads border at Oroville, WA brings you to
" Usoyoos, British Columbii, one of the warmest
phaces in Comada. .. and we're not just ilking
about the weather. You'll find that the warmih
of our weleome matches the warmth of oor cli-
mate, Osoyoos has been welcoming visiton 1o
our small, friendly, lakeside community for over
50 years and we are extending an invitation to
you 10 ‘cross the line” and come visit us this fall.

Our shops, restaurants, wineries, activities and
sttractions are oll gesred to helping you make the
most of & quick and easy getaway
vacation 1o our safe destination. With over 1000
accommaodation rooms and over 800 camping/RV
sites, you'll find plenty to choose from at this

—— [ —

Dfscover

the lands, the legends, the people

R ML
[

LT
T : S

..I _I e —=
i D

= Available foq group & busineEss retreats

www.nkmipdesert.com

NK°MIP

Our 20,000 sgquare-foot interpretative
P T centre features interactive and fun
T activities far the whole family.

& Salf-guided and group tours

= COYOTE SPIRIT miovic in 1.',h.'.1.|:|.1i|. Theatre

= SNAKES ALIVE & CRITTER CORNER program
= YOICES OF THE PAST pithouse exparionce

& Firat Mathans art & gift houthque

less hectic time of vear.
with our neighbours the Osoyoos Indian Band
ipart of the Okanagan/Okanogan Nution which
extends into Washington Stute) who have created
Nk Mip Resort (wiww.nkmip.com) with Spirit
Ridge resor hotel and spa, awand winning
Nk’ Mip Cellirs winery, Nk'Mip Deseri Cultural
Emhﬁmhﬂmﬂnﬂmgﬂfmﬂﬂﬂt
lakeside Nk'Mip RV park.
Thﬂmmurﬂmymlldﬂhmm
of Nk"Mip offer so much for you 1o experience.
The harvest festivals ore in full swing through
October and the Okanagan Fall Wine Festival
{Seprember 28 - Oetober 1) s recognized s one
of the 100 best events in North America by the
American Bus Association.

‘l A Refﬂxmg Parad:se Both

Setart ight & Day.

Cultural
Centre

130 Laketmont btms + Cable TV @ ndoor Pool & Hot o = High Speed
ItEpnet Connec 'I'I L& ] L|:".f3|l:‘l:| aNoers = ey Indoar
Fesrooms = Mg ht Secunty = Manna with Equpmen Rergals = Con
Sperated Lapmdmmals . Clean Sale Beaches- = BE0 & Prapane

L -,,r--u el = Sarcly Vidlesyba| Colet = Chidens Flay A = Clean
aele Dhinking Waer &t B =] aite = 30 amp or = amp Elecimcal
J:I'\.J.r ® Firl Servics S e » Telephons Sevics Svilible
& Fiee LUtE ol Bodl Lavinch or Eeaisierad Gusd

Family Friendly!
Open Year Round!

1000 Hancher Creek Hoad Big Rigs Welcome!

Osoyoos, BC
250.435.7901
EBH.435.8555

BOOD 45th Street,, Csoyoos, BC
(250 4957279 w Fak: (250] 495-7 281
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