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kanagan HOME rai 2007

The Evolution\of Okdnagah Architecture

HEN | FIRST ARRIVED IN
THE VALLEY IN 1992, | WAS VERY CURIOUS TO DISCOVER QUINTES-
SENTLAL DKEANAGAN-STYLE HOME ARCHITECTURE - NOT DEFINED

BY MANSIONS, BUT RATHER THE TYPICAL RESIDENCE.

I thought: from Summerland
south, it's got to be some type of
desert-influenced, southwest awvle,
not terribly unlike adobe abodes in
New Mexico. | always diel love that
pueblo-style of home. Tt seemed to
mike great eco-sense, was suitable for
this type of climate -made of earth-
like material, cool i the summer,
wirtn i the winter insice.

Alot of people seem to forget, even
thiose that live here, that while our -
mate gets hot in the summer, it can
he very eold e the winger, It's like that
in New Mexico. And puess what?
Even in Chsoyeos there can be below
frecxing termperotures and snow

the winter, I know, because 1 live
been there i December.,

From Summerland to perhaps
Yermon, [eould understand the gen-
eral hulding atvle 1o be firly stand-
ard. You know — bungalow - aside
from larger manses, or perhops just
non-descript. Perhaps in this zone, it
iz understandable thae tere would be
a confusion of architecture, or nn
style at all ae the prolearian level.
Function over form, or if style was an
issue znd affordable, you could do
whatever you wanted.

The climate in this zone becomes
alowhy more tlemperate in the summer,
a litthe colder m the winter. The veg-
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etation increases - more deciduous
trees, perhaps a Litle more cainfall.

I envisioned neighbourheods of
homes that you might Gnd in any
town or city - Pleasantville.

The exceptions would be Liomes
ner thie lake or up in the hills, Mthey
were an or near the lake, | would ex-
pect cottage-like dwellings: up in the
hills like above Peachland, among the
Ponilerosa pines; more Pan-Ahode
style houses,

Vernon north: 1 was envisioning
Tarm house style in farmland, and
then travelling towards the Shuswap,
as it becomes more forested, more
wonden structures with shingled
roafs.

1 begran my search to find quintes-
sential styles for each of my self-de-
fimed Olkanagin areas.

Aside from the rather rude shock
of discovering that Summerland was
a Tudor town (even theugh Tunder-
stood the influence of English remit-
gance folks), 1 did Fod in the south
Valley somme homes thatseemed to me
yuite definitive for this area and cli-
mate. They are mostly alder Bat-top
cement structures that book like they
have been built from the Hs to the
Bk — kind of a cross between Art
Deco and pueblo.

They are attractive, practical, cli-
miate and lansd fiendly and look like
they can survive a bong time. They de
not impose themselves upon the
landscape but rather blend inwath it

I found in my middle zone
(Summerland to Vernon) some mnst
attruetive lakestde sbodes thatmet my
expectations - pleasant, spacious
wonden homes with lange windows
anal decks, designed for the leisurely

lifie of Living on the water,

In the hills, especially above
Peachland, 1 found split-level
wooden residences, with stunning
views, built into halls and surroinded
by tiered landscaping, Very appropri-
ane.

In the areas not close to lake or
mountain, | found archiectural style
to he pretty mundane, 1f sometimes
pleasant, Non-descript bungalows,
homes of every style that you can
think af, that made no particular
sense when it came to the landscape
or the climate, Lots of manufactred
building materials used in o way that
shouted out economy over style. Sub-
urba that reminded me of Surrey.

There were some notoble excep-
lhone, ameong them some distinetive
older homes in Summerland and
Penticton built of lneal river rock.

1 foumd driving through Kelowna
o Highway 97 to be abysmal, even
back in 1982, | was disparaged at the
expanding mall, box-store style de-
velopment encroaching the land-
scape.

While there were snme very pleas-
ant residential pockets in Kelowna -
along Abbett Strect and in the Mia-
sio, | still could ot pinpaoint a dis-
tnctive home style.

T fosund the Grand Okanagan, the
way it was then, and certain homes
amdl condo developments, to be par-
ticularly interesting, They were built
in a vaguely southwestern style - with
their stucco walls und shiades of pink
and aqjua - but mot really, Obviously,
builders were trying o make a re-
giomal architectural satement, whach
unfortunately was more derivative
ihan suscessful,
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Vernon did not surprise me with
its army buangalows; Armstrong amnd
Enderby had their fair shares of conn-
try-style homes and barms, Sall not
anwvihing particulardy unicue.

The Evolution of
Distinctive Design
In the last few years, however, 1
have noticed a major movement ts-
wirds defimitive Ohanagan archi-
tectural styles. All of the writers in
this izsne of Okanmagan Home seem
10 AgTCe.

In the south, | really notioed dhis at
Spirit Ridge, near Osoyoos and sur-
rounding the N'kmap Winery, which
is a new resori-residence complex. ls
villas and apartment-style units are
chesigned in a very msteful Southwesi-
ern style, but are not tacky. Inside the
villas, the décor is ebegnt, employ-
ing moatly real materials, Casa del
Lago is an affordable commumity of
villas aid concos that is boalt ma gen-
eral desert-ingpired manner - not leo
litantly Santa Fe,

Peachland 15 finally understanding
that it is the White Rock or Carmel
of the Valley, and so it should ke
While livingg there, | abways thought
this lakesiile town was an undisooy-
ered jewel with first-class potential.
Other people have discovered it
since, and the development goimg on
along Beach Avenne appears to he
aquite: tasteful and in keeping with the
lowe-key lakeside theme,

What has impressed me the most
ahout Kelowas is Woodland Hills,
which has won many . Tommie
aweards. [ wsited there and it re-
minded me of Shaughnessy in Van-
couver. Reautifully appointed, ind-
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g ratnral marerials. The landseap-
ing is very natural, employing mdig-
enos low-maintenance plants. While
thiese are multi-million dollar homes,
builders of more affordable houses
are] condo complexes are taking note
and incorporating simlar elements
e their designs,

Even the Crafisman style of resi-
dence that has been springing up
the Chleanagan, in spite of the faet thit
it 18 ton popalar, impresses me. The
hiomes builtin this manner may look
fike: they beloay on the New England
BEm crast in @ pesort town, bt as long
us matura] marerials and real architec
tural Fentures are ineorporated, and
each inechiviclual unit has its own sepa-
rate appeal, [ approve.

Making Architectural
Progress

The architectural progress we ure
making in the (lanagan is surcky 2
sign of more discriminating people
from urhan environments moving
into the Valley for its lifestyle, They
have the taste and the money w ask
for what they want and expect. We
can only hope there will be mckle-
down architectuml influences from
the well-designed mansions in the
execution of more affordable housing
developments.

Maiket demand, the new urgent
green movement, and the recent un-
derstanding of where we live, have
pushed our archisectural standasds 1o
a higther level, We are approaching a
definitive Okanagan architectural
vertscular that is finally in e with
our u:lil’.lut exwiranment and cloate.
B DONA STURMANIS
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