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The Strand Lakeside Resort

by Steven Threndyle

ew resicdentinl developments el

e story of the scomamic ransi-

pon of s Ckatagan Valley
quite like The Strand Lakeside Resorr. a
L40-million project on the shores nf
Okanagan Loke, Located six kilometres
south of Vernon, this ER-icme propemy
used to be a lsma farm before (s pur-
chase five years ago by David Murphy
of Foxbridee Developrnent Lid,

Foxbrichae has big plas bor the prop-
ey, which includes 1 000 bect of water-
[rernt — am incressngly: rare commiodity
om Clkamapan: Lake. Following the g
cifie tonrism wateriont plaening guide-
fines: et ot by the Citv of Vernon, The
Saranicl i a five-phase project thar opened
im Septernber 1007, with the completion
of 104 wemhomes in iis first phese
Fohridge has done various mesicential
projects in Albena and B.C.. bwt The
Strand s ies firs) recreational progect,

The overall ook and feel of The
Sirmnd & influenced to some degres by
the successiul Seasde mesor commnin
in Florida. This new wrbanism approach
o resort development seeks 1o listi
interaction and build commuinicy tes by
provicing visual amenities and gaher-
ing places combined with recreaticonal
facilickes. One of the first of dwse recre-
pional amenities will be o 48-berh
maring thar extends over 330 feer out
into the lake.

“We ok the own ides which they
have In Seaside. aml Olanaganized "
sitys Murphy. “The colour schemes ane
brighter, richer, and move earth-tone
orlented in onder o more effectively
reflect the surmunding namoral land-
scape,” he says.

Phase 1 occupies just three acres of
an overall 28-acre helding,

Poon MWcKenzie Architects  from
Cilgary were retained 1o design the
bulldings, which Ren Poom describes as
& “constermiporary Rkeside reson” Foon
hacKenzic works on many recrentional

properties. 16 portfolle mcludes Rundle
Mountain Estates near Bandt, Winduower
Mountain Lodge tn Canmere and the
Chosttme progect on Vancowver Istand

“Chur poal here (s 10 make a pedes-
trian-friendly recreational resort that
has something 1o offer all homeowners,
not just those lncky enough to be om the
lake,” he zays. “The south-facing
ground-floor units are some of oy
Brvourite in the entre development,”
sarys Poon: “ The courtysrd amd coimemon
areas are designed for people 1o linge
and 10 engage in converstions with
nefghbours, while mamy umis huve oul-
door patios for cating aml eniesaining
ouskde. Theyme the perfect comple-
ment to the recreasonal amenities avail-
abile on site and near by, 15 a very out-
doots oriented development.”

The developmens sits on a secluded
road hewding south of wwn wwand
Ellison Provincial Park, e [rom the
hustle and bustle of Highway 97, the
main provincial highway that cuts
throngh the centre of the Okanagan
“Ins -5 peaceful, quiet locadon,”™ says
Poon. “a hidden gem, really. And we
wanted the buildings o augment the
natural seiting. We chosc bright,
vibrant colours that work with the
sunlight well in the summertime when
the resart will be filled wp, and that
alen add o cheesful clement in the ofl
season when the skies ame grewv”

Units in Phase | range in sze from
575 square feet 1o hixury penthouses wp
to 2,300 square fee. Forty per cent ol the
pnits lave views of Churmgar Lake,
while the rest face onto the inner court-
yard. “We hove spent over one million
dedlars i bindscaping in order to create a
relattvely formal common area in the
centre of the complex,” says Murphy
“The beachfront sicke will B oriented
towirds. recreation and there 1S a three-
huole putting green on the mol, as well as
a cofrimon anes where people can mingle

arl rel” Indoocfonsdoor gas fireplaces
are being wilized in all of the units
“Penple are looking forwand 1o spending
g mnch tme as possible owiside, and the
putdoor fireplace allows them 1w keep
warm once the sun goes down,” =vs
Murphy: “Theres also o swunning, visual
elfect of having all of these fieplaces
fMickering away in the night You can
even see them [ron across the lake "

Phase- 1 s a [owrand-a-halfstorey,
wood-lrame building featuring con-
crete-relnforced  Roors, msulated,
stuistcally engineered walls between
sultes and custom-designed low-E ener-
py-cllicient windows to keep unlts
warm in the winter and coal in the sum-
WL, Seven ﬂ'nprpl:lnﬂ- and three interor
decorating packages are avalable

Andrea Raimomdi [rom Calgary-
based Ingenivm Design Group says,
"Each of the three colour schemes
creates a distinctive amblende vet they
all create a sense ol velaxston. The
syites incoFporate & variety of upzraded
[eatures, particularly the spa-mspired
finishes and Fixtures.©

Insade, all  units featuré soluiion-
dyed, nylon-entanced, graphic loop car-
pet in the living and bedroom arces;
solid-core, Oat-profile doors; paimted
haseboards and door casings and satin-
nickel interior door hardware, Polyshees
custom-designed  window  coverings
shade all putside windows,

The master bedroom ingludes a lux-
urtons polished-slab granite counter-
top in the ensuite bath with lofied ves-
sel sink and Danze single-lever
brushed-nicke] faucets in the sink and
shower, The bathtoom features a
drop-in-stybe soaker wh by MAAX,
oversized 1 8-kneh-by-18-inch  poree-
lain file MNoorng and pebble mosaic on
the showet flooe

The kitchen area features European
inspired kit panel, solid wood cabinetry
with undercabinet lighting, polshed
slab granite countertops, a mectilimear,
full-height, ceramic-tile haclksplash,
above-counter SHgranit composite. gran-
ite sink with a Danze single-lever,
eximactnble spray faucet The sleek stain-

lems-sieel applance package constsis of
sinwsile-top sell-cleaning range, ulim-
quiet mmlbd-cvcle dishwasher, side-bny-
side refrigeranoy, an over-the-range space-
saver mdctowave with integral hood fan
[hese is even a stainless-steel glass-from
24-hanle capacity wine chiller

From a construction standpoint, proj
et runager Gord Maloaich of Seper
Projects Ld: says, "With the opening af
Phuse | this fall, we'ne quite pleased with
how s all wmed out Despite local
labswur shomiages, we've made remarkabie
progress and are very close o being on

schedule and on badget.” =

LOCATION
7295 Dkanagan Landing Road
Yernan, BiC

DWMNER/DEVELOPER
Fexbridga Development Lid

ARCHITECT
Paan McHanzie Architects

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
Septra Projects Lid.

STRUCTURAL CONSULTANT
Wesbe Farest Engineering

MECHAMICAL/ELECTRICAL
COMSULTAMT
Hemisphere Engingering

INTERIOR DESIGHER
Ingenium Désign Group

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Stenefield Dovelopments

TOTAL AREA

Phaze 1. 140 units ranging from
575-2 300 square leet, for a telal ol
117,000 sguare foal

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST
F40 miltion
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