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Supreme wines: Canada’s Okanagan Valley

CANADIAS SEDUCTIVE WINE COUNTRY 15 IT5 BESTHEPT SECPET

1% [y P |'||_'|_'|'|I1|'|'|'.|i|l"|!l Lin perssL
blention wine and rmest people 9l probassy
coniure up countries like Franee or laby where
ther tredition of wincmiiking goes back centunes,
or one of the BE-NAME oW worid |;|1u'_||_|:_'|_-|l
fike Califorma Australin and Chike Memion
Caradas and wine doesn't usally make it onth
the radarn And when it does, s wually the jce
wine variety, While the superh wine produced in
thi= northem band Brt news o olls hete, te
secret is inally getming out I'-:'_-.'-::-l:n_' oiir borckers

Here in Brtish Columbis the wesrermmiost
province the |"|L"""-l"-'"' Valley s prermum
wine country. Meatlsd Petween the Cascade
and Morsshies modntain ranoes the valley
stretehes from the edae of the LIS border
wortiard for about 160 kilorsewers. The
heaudfd vistas of low: rolling hills and scattered
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oiboenz bakes wers the workings of receding
placiers mare than 1000 vears agd. The zoil
that ass et Pehind is idesl oo growing vintern
grapes dand & whale hest of ocher fru tho Gl
the valley's pictumestue orchards: This miy be
the porth bt gt think northern climes
because the Okanagan (s blessed with long hot
and dre surmmers.

In early October, the entire region = ina
welebratory pood wieh @5 arnual ll wine
festival that fs tirned w coindide with the
auturmeal harvess, And there s definitel;
sormething to celebrate (n these parta The wine
industry & booming There are neee than 7
wineries scartered around the valiey, though ita
haarcl o ke track of the exact number = nes
pries have emered regulardy over the post few
vears, Olanagan wines glo banst a gl of

nternational gwards, nciading fackson-Triggs’
win for best SvmahcShiraz at the 2008
Fuerradonal Wine and Spints Competition in
Lcendon, i first for a Morth American winerg

Rewind a few decades and such & foar wonaldn't
ferve e possible. A real noscomer compared
e et wine-producing regions of the wodd, the
first cormmercinl winersy i thie Cisanagas
opened atmost eight decodes nge. But the wines
made then were nothing o boesr about. In fact,
it has anly been in the last 15 vears or so that
the region’s wineries have really had sy
bragging rights st all In the late Bl the free
trade pgreement with the United States sparred
the removel of less desimble grapes and the
guhsequent |.':h.'ll'||.||'|.: of premiurm b trilfzra

Ol lew' thing hese |'h::"l|_+:"\_'i asince then! There
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e o wadke ramge of grape varfeties grown here imm
vertcis o Ziedandel and & whinle host of others in
hetaver. A migrocesm ol this coumtry's muld-
gulimalisme today I.'Jl-ln.'lg.u:r'. WINEs are 4 mis al o
world and new sadd eehinigues knowledas and
wires rakers, who might hail from the fown nme
e o from such far sy places s Hongiry
France or Cermen s resull, wine :I:.||.':- WENY
greathy froom nne esiale e Lhe TN

s, lecated st outside the ciby of Penticroe.
and the strech o the south betavem Chlisver and
Cecvons; Enman or s Oolden WHle ase the twn
HreEs wikh o pasticularhy Fagh cofcentraciom of
weingriies [hey alss soe 8 hipe number of wine
tonring Visitore, TUoE sUMRASTE singe ol cirt Sip
somi great vintaees sl the whike evjuying
breatheakingdy beautiinl soeriecye While throrgs of
wine bovers desdvrud on these pans of the Clanagan
Widhen durioyg the reglon's gpring, sammer, Gl ard
icewliie festivals then: are very populer winery touf
destrations from hday theough Oetaber, s mch
=0 thet several wineries have Gecded o memoin
open to the public searround By can by b= b
meke o by thursh, o 8 good Sottle of wine, and

they will corme

The sauthemmest smetch of the valley: which
crompees e churrming towns of Cver pmd
iflg:;t.1_|||,-__ is alio Marme o anadas ony cesert. the
rorthemmioss poire of the Bonor deserl. which
extendE up from the Bain pervrsada m Mexicos A
good sarting paint when haading north. Is MM
[pronounced rdasmeepl beared [ust ougsice of
s, close (o the LS borter |t is Maorth
ymercad lires abarioing memed wed oper i
wirery and =4 ointeemiine belveen e UsS0eos
Indian Band and Yince Canada The winery was
chesignerd and mat specdically with tours in mind
and = it one part of T NERIP reson
chestinaten [see bogl

Headineg nomhward wowand Olver, make a siop ai
Gehrnmer Brathers, which offers spectaculur
whites af very répsonable prices. melodig o
defscious Dy Brelsling that compdeiely won ove
this writer, previously not a e of this varetal
Known parcicularky fr il dce wirses, [nnkkillin
Wines nf Omimrio esusblished a vineyard and
winery near Cver in the mid-"Ms. While the ice
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wine towr is warth the trip alers nniskillin
Chcnragarn has introduced sorme unigue
varietaks into the nren, including Zintancs|
Pirotage mnd {henin Blane. Also dont miss
aut an Farreving Chwl. a bit of a legend in
these pars becaise of its spectacular wines,
which are almost impossible w get outsicle ol
the winery and fine-dining establishments,

T B, where the wineries ene corceritiaied
even ot diosely moether. La Frae s gaining
cre a following throwgh sued of mowth ard

madke & oneo rry testing bt because of o great
recormmendaion fom a semmeler rend of
prine On top of worderfid recs and whites dhey
el mr wwesoene ey Poetstyle wine and
ferely fortified heuscat, From thene make a stop at
Hillsice Estate, where the tasting room and bistro
alwanyz seem 10 be bopping buse Wih the quality
of their wines, inchading a beauibul Rosé and
Cahermet Frane itz no wonder. At Poplar Grove,
they akso make a selection of soft checses that
mclude a Camembert and a couple of Blues @
pair with their wines

That i just a small sampling of the kg
wineries, and it is recommiended that yoed
] at heast twe oF thres dens in each of
thess ten nress. Several of the winerses have
itheir oon Bed & Breakfasts and restaurantz
[he bad rews & that just a very small poetion
of the CHeanegan wines make & bevond o
ewders, Peorne loca demand is 0 high. B
it prves yvou the perfect exase o visio what
has hecerre known as Mapa of the Norch and
Thgearny of Caneda

Kirsien Vamuz
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The spirit of resort Life

Mested on the hillsde among the MICWIP vineyards, with spectaculae
visrees of Lk Oeemons aned dhe benstiful South kanagan Yalley. the
Sqirit Ricge Vinevard resort arul spa i @ weloome nasis siose wine toue
travelers can erpoy huxury foursstar sccormodation and riEt a weary
palate and alfactory aiter & hard day's tastings. Lt spring Spice Ridee
rrecie it into the insider’s guide to Canada in the Conds st Traveken

Chperted just over tweo yenrs ago, this boutdque resort blends beautifully
inLo i nomhern desert suroundings. There are 04 condo-style one: and
pwirbedroom suites and vilas that are genercusly spacious end ars
tastefully cecorated in earthy wones with maple fumiture and precty ling
Offering views of the kake and vineyurds or the golf course, eich sute
comes camglete with a fully equipped kichen and & kg balcomy with a
harbecue. Rates range from 5149 to 3429, Take this writer's acvice. and
ask for the lnke view, k is Gvine

While guests o Barbesue and cosk o thelr heerts’ confent in TwEr 08T
mstes, doe't bet that make yieo miss Sut on g delicious gRaIrenomi
experience In the resorts cwn bistro-ende Pasa Tempo restsursant. Here
vou can ssvor some of the chefls creations made with regional prochacs
g fresh ingredients ss the sun zets in the background, painting the
blue lake werers and sk in wrims shades of orange, red and vellow: |
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pocommmend being a ltle bit acventurous gnd trying the bison steak with
red wine chocolate sayce, blug cheese cream and potatces. though the
larmés rendednoin iz alse delecrable

Hevirg opened fust 7o years age. Spint Ridee s sill in the throes of
expansion. Adding to the limiry fSOM Epenences. mn_June e Sanom
Desert spa threw cpen its doces. The spa festunes desert and
indigenously Inspired treatrents like its Dresmoancher aromathensey
mazsage to calm and ground the spirit. And consructon o the secend
phase & currently under way. [t will ackd an sddidonal 132 suites aod
ik, & seccnd pool a bistro deli and larger meeting space that wil
accormmndale corporate retreats and mectmgs.

Spirit Ridge i not a stardadonz resort A jointvenise between Bellstar
Hatels & Resorts and the Osovoos Indion Bead, it s one part of the greater
MIWIP experierce. Guests at the e e just @ fow minutes’ wak from
the maurdwirming MEMIP Cellurs Thee is elso the Sonom Dhurcs golf
course. oifering & ninehole course and awesome viess of the ke and the
WK Diesert. Cukurl Center with interactive sxhibi tha: celebmte the
hertrage of the Olarsggm aborignal peoples and the dosont ecomystem.

S Bicdge Vineud Resove & Spe B iocated ot [N Rencher Dreek mad
Chovooy, B Carwets, 06! [ IFGASTFHE, wospintridge ol




