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AN ABORIGINAL ‘GLASNOST’

Fewer handouts, less

the realworld: Ges off welfare, it vour snif-
g, 18 yor lifie suchs iU becouse you suck,
Oar ancestorsworked fior a living: so should

social aid: a radical fix
for native woes o T the livitation of somi band membiers,
diluited versions of thess mantras—sach as

BY NANCY MACDONALD + Thereis noe  “Real Warnar Hold A fob!™—are pesicd on

tires as Bk s the meinstresm populason,
feleamwhile, the Merisarne WA Cenart chal-
lenges that establish the wme 'rig|1|::-. il
be=nedizy as saius Indians. He sos Canada
can’t sustain the cusrent level of funding 1o
the prowwing Aboriginal population ata gme

L
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housing shortage an the 13,000-heezne Osay
aos reserve, tucked deep e BACs bone-dey
interiar. Mar are there any apparent sigrs of
poOverTy. Infoct, some of the fancieis ol tes
int this somer of the Dlanagmn Valley are on
tand land. The Osoyoos Indian Tand s schoal
e health cenire are more architesurally
advanced than anything in neighbouring
CMiver or Dsoyoos—4 toueriss tovwn thias swells
fromn 5,000 o 204600 during summer. And
thi adobe-etyle Spiric Ridpe resort, perched
high above Lake Osoyoos, offers the best
vlews, by far, of desert and turgquose waters
They"ve even gor the best publle art: masshve
imera] seulprownes by LA s gl *Sanulue™
Marchand, Truly, e 440 premlaes bamd pars
the :urnxmd:u:lg_ tevwmns Liv Barre—a ehedefil
inversinn af the Canadman standasd.
Elamestan the chhel W Chimees Loule
wir birst slected in 1984, at age 24, the Osoy-
o were bunkrapt. Like miss native bands,
they were margoned sn marginal Bosl, and
erippled by welfore dependency and shy-ligl
upiempoymient, Health prablems as well as
social pathologis—cormuption, violence—wen
rarngant Twao decades on, the tiny band ©.a
regional powerhause, pumping an anmual $44
millicm inen the BC economye [7 owrs nine
businesses. il'll_']l:rl‘l'il‘:g an avenrrd 1-.*':n11‘mg win
ery, and is thi bigmest emiphsyes in the south
Dkanagan, And i rowgh-miking chief and
CECHs fist Bevomilag anatbonal icon, *We'ne
Ao fooger the gheto pest doon” saps Louie,
47, nodding rowsard pwo non native wonen
avepeprg Ui MEMip wintery's Beick patio,
“Mereds the country, Abogiglnal leaders
kemos 2l you want Toostar a develspment
prrmect, o g0 pay Clael Logbe avisit” =115
Liberal-era Indiim alfaies minlstes Bob Nautt,
whio 2 sl firmby phegged beo thie Alsecaginal
community “ e probably gets more phaose
calls than any native leader i the couny
Lomsespendsone week of every month on
ithe mad, preaching the business ospel (o
mixed auwliences, O chis day, there ane 50
""F\"'"']';inl-' imvites nibed an the dedk ofhis wood-
pancdled office in the bamd s modest LI
ate headguarters, ness Oiliver. ¥ dum'i [
the vsel Indian speech; thar we fly with the
caphes, run with the buffalo, saim with the
salmioa arsd beat with ome besrthean.” e snys
“Tswant to talk abows creating jobs and malk
i“g |mnu_-_:'," |-':|:|r|'.i|'|g B meemE= T bt time
{5 over, he wells eross-pountry audiences, foin

b piaridh-wad-wihite stane: acmoes thie peserve,
Luse 14 o provocarewr; he Tvee mooffend,
But there is o broader verse here, Lowie =
et adan EMIErSIng Sralip of d!ﬁlll1gu11|'r|'.'|i
Abaraginets isd nacive lesders wha dre advo-
cating aanmiplene mtive mind shift. Schaolng
the critic and wit H1L Menscken, these dis-
senters, wherinclude Patnick Brases, natsenal
chief of the Conpres of Ahoreginal Peoplés,

and Vancouver lasyer and busnessperson
Calvin Helin, argue that eoonomée indepen-
denee 15 the andy freedom worth a damn
ey caldl o am eid rothe systein of Faderal
dependeney that Tas crippled Aboriginal
piopbe, wid advocane progress thesugh into
pration inte the mainEmream eeonsmy.
Heliiy, ot ane, calls for an Ahergial “glas-
menas,” Ao the gmalbey oF openness and frecr
mtformmation iddaced by Mildhal Gorbachey
i lote-Sovies Fussa, To Helln, o ‘Tsimshian
raiset] in the comstal village of Lax Baulsains
ancl edurated im Vactoria and the Lower diin-
land, nothong showld be plf-baands. Albosig
inal selfporernance “Meaningless,” e says,
s long as it s federally funded. The ooy
ie right Helin sees o crisison the horton
TI'.-:'.-".|1|:-ri;5in.1| popaLabion is prowing Seven

& _.-r. - L= L i
CHIEF LOUES BAND runs 8 succeasful winery [hat pumss S50 million Into B,C.'s eLonomy

when & third of the Canadian populaten &
BT RO rr:ri'u:; |:|'|‘_'r|.' |1|'I'i Lin] I'i-L' I.IZI-']'|!1|'."I"|-I.'I|'!.'.
The{spvens prEsena shining nliermmimee.
From the start, Louse's kept eves trained on
thie borrom |ine, His first major suceess come
carly, when he purned argwmd the band’s
srvsall bt heavily indebred vineyard, For a
ke, Lowic les the operation blecd while he
guietly analyzed i He pinpointed i G-

ol Hlaws, fired i e fectuad manages, sud
in 1966, the winery anncunced i3 G poofit.
Im 1987, s she vineyand doled out ifs fim
reAonel o emplnl.lr.'q Bemefits, Linsie bnmwchied
poonstruction eompany, Ten vearslater, the
(s0yoas wers ralling ot the hig-:iulm bz
nesses: & §30-millinn hillside resnrt; 2 $0-mil
b avibtural eenine, which odffe el esnake
interpreave sessiam and hiking mailsthreugh
the hills; a $35-millicn destingtion winery ovgr-
loaking Dsovens Lak; a ;_:|:'|I'Ll.l|.l."|l.' Al i
eibd y-tvein corerete glane { Tl band s abse
partisercd (0 the Mount Bakdy sk develap-
e, i fte So0-lectane siwyards suppdy
grpes 1o viners such 24 fackson-Tiegee and
Mefzsanoa HUL ) 10 wold bave been easier ro
i whiara locof Bands do, and st dlase fisd -
el SOl Fireit BENE PPeere " sy Lol

LY
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“It's temgher running businesses, Bul wie'ne
il |!I_I'm.'.' wedbare in o work”

Mot all bands are lecated on ot trade
likoe :‘~2.1g|.'| "'-innn..‘ETiI:..'u|'!'.|.1rr!!r|:-:'E':r':l:"-l.1lj::-|:|.'.
ghauld he _I'Il.ll'-il:il'll! hiis. straney, says Louke.
TR nil-rr:-'unn':r' aands bring in tens ok mi
lsoqs im roynleses, Buttheir people sresitting
a5 Lireas l:l.'“F'rl."'\-"iil'lI'I |-I'll.'|'l'r"||'l'.'|'|'-"|'lr Tt
pearafrer year” Insoesd of doling owbillions
i *nepatlve spending™—on jails, aleohol

| rearmeine centres, bealing lodges—we have

o get the economic wheel tuwrming, be says,

T wesars aga, Loule made i v an Assem-
bdy of Firsn Magions meeting, his first in 20
veuird 3 chalef * Londy wentbacanee jowas thi
first eimme the grand chief was hosting a con-
fenemce onecaenganic developmeil Every
vear, 559 hillion i spent on Aboriginals, Tea

percent nbihal poes i el e poc dl.".-l.'ll:p-
rryeert., The messt proaess tocrecia] spe g, That's
been the lormula e 100 yenss, Where has
that gotien us? Absalute poverse”
Helimweudd apree, In Damces with Deopend
EHEY A bk he pl:hlihed last year, he blasts
the so-called Indian industry, the lawyers,
ransulrants and posermmeTt hurepucrals
whis prosper from Aboriginal misery, But his
peal venom is reserved for nafive chiefs. He
alleges & prear many aren't inferssted in any-
thireg but keeping the Federal gravy train mll-
teg “Right now, all the chiets &shis who are
e enkivp 1o Bl for this® That's noe & sndu
b AL thigaraoe of the game the useiul ques

‘I DON'T GIVE THAT SPEECH ABOUT
FLYING WITH THE EAGLES. | WANT
TO CREATE JOBS, MAKE MONEY.

e 56wk ave you goiig {0 do abor i

ToParick Biveean, itiaa [re blerm af ™ oo
muny” clieis. He argues that Canada's 633
native commnanitbes shoald be slashed oG
The Indian Acts Scrapped  and the £3 58lion
in annasl Abariginal spending redirected,
Right o, ehe Bo's shasd s funnelied toon
rese e Rl .|||.'u|:|'|l:'|.|l.'. 51 per e il
status beclians live af-reserve, Brozeau backs
the Tores—remarkable [ 4 mative leador
Smnce becomingmaticnal chaelol CAT i 2006,
the 12-year-old has been sepping o soins
toes YIn Otawa thers'sanly one Abariginal
nrl:.nrl*:r.'u:inn that mezns '.;.|1:.-'I|1||:|!.!_." SAYS
Blaale; “Patrick Brasezm is |.'|1_'|n1-'_:i|'.-|-: thar™

He s g thom i the side of Phil Fantaine,
pramd cliiel of the Assembly of First Hasians.
The pwo organizations have been at logges-
heads since 204, when Fﬂ.'l’:'.l:lpp-nrrbd the
controversial First Nations governancs hill,
which would hase ru,'quinlrl bandds to adopt
milnimiam sandards of accounsabilicy, such
a5 hidding repular elections and publishing
financial recoeds. The splicdecpened in 2005
when CAF opposed the falled Kelowna accord
beraise accountabslity structuees weren'n
bl imin the &5-billion deal

W nped that poverissee ac e nroduced,”
Do Sandbers, Aborigina pelley fellow for
the Fromter Centre far Public Policy, sivs
from remiote Sashatchewan, He is PArTALY
through 2 rwoevear Ahoriginal governamce
survey for the "-.":-'i.l'.ni[u.';.;-hn..'_'.ud think tank.
A Canadian frss, ic'snot minndng him feeds.
I Judy, he was ordesed aff the
8. Theresa Point First Matioan,
a T.e00-member northern
Manstobs community. Samd
berg says its chief, who func
thonis a5 band mayar, pelice chisf, judge and
pary. didn'chike his e ofinguiry. This s ool
the first ihmie Sandberg has felt the srong
ol achicl Ten yearsago he was thrown
ol Tdshome feserve, the Morway Howse Cree
Mation, forspeaking our against the dyshine-
s atd eoreuprlon hewirnessed. He hes no
raghts in Moeway House; he cannoi aooess
wncial servioed, OF VODe.

Fusr i lorngg tome, T s s a voboe G the
wilderness, No more. "The maveticks are
coming at this Frons different angles, bun
||.'|.|.']."r|.' all LY the e ':|:||.||.E: e qLats
o it oy b get them anypahess,” says
Manls =S they're dighe " M

L i Gimiple of my epposithan eaders ks speculated on masshve
watar diverslors and suparhighways to the continent—maybe
imterplanetary, I'm not ssire"—Prima Minlster Stephen Harpes
[ainirg with President Gaorgs W. Bush and Mexican Presigert
Felipe Cakdardn in scoffing about conspiracy Eheories surround-
ing thils weok's trilateral Security and Prosperity Partnership
summit in Moniebello, QGus,
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