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Stargazers from around the world come to the Observatory Bed and Breakfast in Osoyoos to watch the heavens with

the aid of a 16-inch computer-controlled telescope that is housed under a dome on top of the house.

Canada’s only desert is in Osoyoos

From D12

Because for all the great things this
working ranch offers visitors — a drop-
dead-gorgeous location 180 kilometres
west of Williams Lake in the remote
Nemaiah Vall i f
log cabins, e
a cosy sitting room; an extensive list of
activities including horseback riding,
fishing, hiking, biking, river kayaking

ng — what really

o

d whitewater raf
makes this place special are the people.

Setting the standard is charismatic
general manager and head cow boss,
Mike Hawksbury. Whether teaching a
young buckaroo how to rope a (wood-
en) cow, showing a wannabe fisherman
how to cast a line or entertaining guests
with stories over dinner in the main
lodge (one guest referred to him as “our
own little Buffalo Bill"), Hawksbury
embodies the best of western hospitali-

ty.

His staff follow suit. Wranglers Carey
Goddard and Kim Moss charm hesitant
greenhorns with their bright smiles and
competent demure. Chef David Correa
welcomes inquisitive food lovers to
shoot the breeze while he whips up all
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Steam back in time aboar

manner of delicious food, from simple
turkey wraps to take on a day-long ride
to wild mushroom cappuceinos and
crab-stuffed snapper for dinner.

In fact, all the Elkin Creek staff secem
to embrace a philosophy that goes some-
thing like this: You're here for a good
time, not a long time, so have a good
time. And yes, if you're lucky, the sun
might shine every day.

More: Elkin Creek Guest Ranch, 1-877-
346-9378;
www.adventurewestresorts.com

South Okanagan: Osoyoos

My mind is on fire. My soul is on fire.
I'm feeling hot, hot, hot. Given that I'm
hoofing it through Canada’s only pocket
desert at high noon, my overheated sta-
tus is not surprising.

T've just spent the morning at the
NEMip (in-ka-meep) Desert Cultural
Centre on a hillside outside of Osoyoos
being immersed in the rich living culture
of the Okanagan First Nations people.
Highlights include the outdoor gallery

legends, the soulful Coyote Spirit film
shown in the theatre, and a display of art
done by reservation school children in
the 1930s and 40s (there’s an intriguing
Disney connection).

Now I'm rushing over to neighbouring
NK'Mip Cellars, North America’s first
Aboriginal-owned and operated winery,
for an afternoon of wine tasting, tradi-
tional first nations cuisine and native
dance. Thankfully, when I'm done all
troll to my

:

not just bex
tions. In addition to the cultural centre,
winery and Spirit Ridge, this land is also
home to the executive-sized Sonora
Dunes Golf Course and, right on Osoy-
oos Lake, the NK’Mip RV Resort. A long-
popular campground, the resort now
offers onsite trailers (for those of us who
never want to see the inside of a tent
again) and gas campfire pits (for roast-
ing marshmallows when the inevitable
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A maghnificent larger-than-life statue, made by Smoker Marchand, marks the
entrance to the Nk'Mip Desert and Heritage Centre in Osoyoos.

fire bans are in effect).

From the lake, you'll need to drive way,
way up the hillside to reach the Obser-
vatory B&B, surely the hottest ticket in
tow! d on how difficult it is to geta
reservation. Stargazers from around the
world flock here to hobnob with owner
and internationally renowned
astronomer Jack Newton and his wife

Each evening, with the aid of a 16-inch
computer-controlled telescope that lives
under a dome on top of the house, Jack
will fly you to the moon and let you play
among the stars. You might even see

what spring is like on Jupiter and Mars.
Now how cool, I mean hot, is that?

More: NK'Mip Desert Cultural Centre,
1-888-495-8555; www.nkmipdesert.com

Spirit Ridge Vineyard Resort & Spa, 1-
877-313-9463, www.spiritridge.ca

Nk’Mip RV Resort, 250-494-7279;
WWW.campingosoyoos.com
ervatory B&B, 250-495-674
www.jacknewton.com

Destination Osoyoos, 1-888-676-9667;
www.destinationosoyoos.com
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Kamloops Heritage Railway Armstrong Explorer

Book Your Seats Now!

Daytrips May 26; June 9. 23; Sept. 1,1

call 250-374-2141 for reservations and information

18 CHALLENGING HOLES
40 KM OF TRAILS, 3MO

1 AMAZING RESORT EXPERIENCE!

DELTA

SUN PEAKS

For resenvations/information.
or

i www.deltasunpeaksresort.com

Save 20%

off stays of 2 nights or
June dat

5,29 & Oct.6
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One Whistler, Two Pan Pacific Hotels. Pamper
or enjoy the culinary delights of the Pacific Lounge or the ca al
atmosphere of the Dubh Linn Gate. Our spring packages mal
casy for you to connect with your inner self. We nurture, by nature

Spa & Dinc Package

3199

Call 1-888-905-9995 or visit www.panpacific.com
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SPRING INTO SUMMER.

It's spring fime in Whistler and time to bring back our very
popular Loonie Deal giving you the best value of the year. Stay
2 nights and your 3rd night i just a Loonie. Yes $1. So dig out
s the bikes and golf clubs - if you haven't visited us yet, this s the
best time to do so.

Yool

DELTA LOONIE DEAL
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availability. Blackvut daies apply. Code ESO.

DELTA

WHISTLER VILLAGE SUITES

1-888-299-3987

www.deltawhistlersuites.com
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Why db People Think BC’s
Sunshine Coast is an Island?

YELLOWSTONE, BADLANDS
MOUNT RUSHMORE
DEADWOOD

Rich scenery and history
JUNE 5 11 DAYS $1,395

LINCOLN CITY & OREGON COAST J

Curf Channing & Casinas



